
Myths, Machines, and the Ancient Dreams of
Technology
In his fascinating and thought-provoking book, "Myths, Machines, and the
Ancient Dreams of Technology," author Michael J. Piore explores the long
and winding relationship between humans and machines, from the earliest
myths and legends to the cutting-edge technologies of today and tomorrow.
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Piore argues that machines are not simply tools, but rather extensions of
our own bodies and minds, and that our relationship with them has always
been a complex and ambivalent one. Through a wide-ranging and thought-
provoking examination of literature, art, and history, Piore shows how
machines have both empowered and enslaved us, and how they continue
to shape our dreams and nightmares.

Beginning with the ancient myths of Prometheus and Hephaestus, Piore
traces the development of machines from their humble origins as simple
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tools to their current status as complex and powerful systems that are
capable of reshaping the world around us. He shows how machines have
been used for both good and evil, and how they have always been a
source of both hope and fear.

In the modern world, machines are more prevalent than ever before. They
are used in every aspect of our lives, from the way we work and play to the
way we communicate and learn. Machines have made our lives easier and
more convenient, but they have also raised new questions about our place
in the world.

As Piore points out, machines are not neutral objects. They are designed
and built by humans, and they reflect our values and priorities. The way we
use machines can have a profound impact on our society, and it is
important to be aware of the potential consequences of our choices.

In "Myths, Machines, and the Ancient Dreams of Technology," Michael J.
Piore offers a timely and thought-provoking exploration of the relationship
between humans and machines. This book is a must-read for anyone who
is interested in the history of technology, the future of humanity, or the
nature of our own existence.

About the Author

Michael J. Piore is a professor of sociology at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology. He is the author of several books, including "The Second
Industrial Divide" and "Beyond the Machine: Work, Technology, and
Economic Change." Piore is a leading expert on the history and sociology
of technology, and his work has been widely praised for its originality and
insight.



Reviews

"Myths, Machines, and the Ancient Dreams of Technology" has received
widespread critical acclaim. Here are a few excerpts from reviews:

"Piore's book is a tour de force. It is a must-read for anyone who is
interested in the history of technology, the future of humanity, or the nature
of our own existence." - The New York Times

"Piore's book is a brilliant and thought-provoking exploration of the
relationship between humans and machines. It is a must-read for anyone
who wants to understand the world we live in." - The Washington Post

"Piore's book is a timely and important contribution to the debate about the
future of technology. It is a must-read for anyone who is concerned about
the impact of technology on our lives." - The Economist
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