
The Alphabet Versus the Goddess: A Journey
into the Roots of the Feminine and the Written
Word
In his groundbreaking book The Alphabet Versus the Goddess, Leonard
Shlain explores the origins of the alphabet and its impact on the
development of Western culture. He argues that the alphabet, with its
emphasis on linearity and logic, has led to a suppression of the feminine
principle, which is associated with intuition, creativity, and the cyclical
nature of life.
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Shlain traces the history of the alphabet back to the early days of human
civilization, when people used pictograms to represent objects and ideas.
These pictograms were often highly stylized and symbolic, and they often
incorporated elements of the natural world. As time went on, these
pictograms evolved into more abstract symbols, and eventually into the
alphabet that we use today.
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Shlain argues that the alphabet has had a profound impact on the way that
we think and perceive the world. He points out that the alphabet is a linear
system, which means that it emphasizes the progression of time and the
importance of cause and effect. This linear way of thinking has led to a
focus on rationality and logic, and a devaluation of intuition and creativity.

Shlain also argues that the alphabet has contributed to the suppression of
the feminine principle. He points out that many of the early alphabets were
created by patriarchal societies, and that these alphabets often reflected
the values of those societies. For example, the Greek alphabet does not
contain any symbols for the female reproductive organs, and the Hebrew
alphabet does not contain any symbols for the female body.

Shlain's book is a fascinating and thought-provoking exploration of the
origins of the alphabet and its impact on Western culture. He provides a
compelling argument that the alphabet has led to a suppression of the
feminine principle, and he calls for a more balanced approach to thinking
and living that embraces both the masculine and feminine principles.

The Feminine Principle

The feminine principle is associated with intuition, creativity, and the cyclical
nature of life. It is often represented by the symbols of the moon, the earth,
and the sea. The feminine principle is essential for a healthy and balanced
life, and it is important to find ways to incorporate it into our lives.

There are many ways to connect with the feminine principle. Some of the
most common ways include:

Spending time in nature



Practicing meditation or yoga

Creating art or music

Spending time with loved ones

Nurturing yourself and others

By connecting with the feminine principle, we can bring more balance and
harmony into our lives. We can become more intuitive and creative, and we
can develop a deeper understanding of the cyclical nature of life.

The Alphabet and the Goddess

The story of the alphabet and the goddess is a complex and fascinating
one. It is a story that has been told and retold for centuries, and it is a story
that continues to resonate with us today.

The alphabet is a powerful tool that has shaped the course of human
history. It has allowed us to record our thoughts and ideas, and it has
helped us to build civilizations. However, the alphabet has also come at a
price. It has led to a suppression of the feminine principle, and it has
contributed to the alienation of humans from the natural world.

The goddess is a symbol of the feminine principle. She is the source of all
life, and she represents the cyclical nature of existence. The goddess has
been worshipped by people all over the world for centuries, and she
continues to be a source of inspiration and hope today.

The story of the alphabet and the goddess is a reminder that there is a
balance between the masculine and feminine principles. We need both the
alphabet and the goddess in our lives. We need the alphabet to record our



thoughts and ideas, and we need the goddess to remind us of the cyclical
nature of life.

By embracing both the alphabet and the goddess, we can create a more
balanced and harmonious world.
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Stronger: Forty Days of Metal and Spirituality
A 40-day devotional that explores the intersection of heavy metal music
and Christian spirituality. Stronger is a 40-day devotional that...
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