
The Story of Two Towns: Death and America's
Dilemma
In 'The Story of Two Towns', renowned author and journalist Thomas B.
Edsall explores the widening gap between urban and rural America, and its
profound implications for the nation's future. Drawing on years of research
and reporting, Edsall paints a vivid portrait of two contrasting communities:
a struggling Rust Belt town in Ohio and a thriving tech hub in California.
Through the lives of the people who live there, he reveals the deep-seated
forces that are tearing the country apart and offers a provocative new
perspective on the American Dream.

The Other Side of the River: A Story of Two Towns, a
Death, and America's Dilemma by Alex Kotlowitz

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1707 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 337 pages

A Tale of Two Americas

The Rust Belt town of Middletown, Ohio, was once a thriving industrial
center. But in recent decades, the town has been hit hard by the decline of
manufacturing. Jobs have disappeared, incomes have fallen, and the

FREE

https://reference.bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IkFISmVZbnhpSTZGMEZvR09NY2dOUG5najlVZlphdVVsZEdxYWh4UEpLbXJUc3VnRkpSNFlGOTdyXC9yMjdhcXlod3BWaVJpNjVyRXdGN2RmbDUwQzlKamNLazhtTXlPY2VjMVVzcHVwbFZDU3BJSWpVWWgyRTQwOHFEcStCcmV4OHFaTmxyWjlCditcL0k5ZjIwQ2c0V0hcL2F6U1NCZXFCZ1plcnpMZ0RRZG1iS1ZXWlRnVmE5akVMSk9cLzN3VnJmTTFnVzFJa1R6RVJ0N0FJdmVIRStKeWpMZUVNdWNHYTBneDFNT0RWTWxmRDcwPSIsIml2IjoiYTM5ZjNhYjdhYzUzY2Y3Mjc0YjFjZTJiYmM4N2YxOTAiLCJzIjoiYzYzOTMwNzM3OGZkZWFlNyJ9
https://reference.bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6InNxOXFESVFLVXNubnA4a3Y5SWFXTVlCT2x0KzBtS2ZHSGF2bVE3dUd5WTVTaGZcLzZlclR6VXJldXFRaktwSitPbTZrc0psNExoM1AzWWxzNklWOTFaRkd5b25QQkZiN1RRM0loZGd3SnBFZndvVjl3UGlFNDFMT0FGSE03THFmcCt6aExmY0c2UFMrWk9GK2doNlVldW9VK2pGZndHZGtPT2xzU2EzZDhyRld3c1hWbmkwVDNHeFQ0QVBMUHRpczJWaEpVSGxQdHJWSDJWV3BQeVQ1YXN5cExWZ1pwVmozblRxM1FRMThHVkJvPSIsIml2IjoiZjk1OGY3MjgyYWU2OGM3ZjA4ZTg0ZGQ5ZWZmZTc2OGQiLCJzIjoiNDg2NTNkNzUwYjlhYmQyOCJ9
https://reference.bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IkgzNW1hN3RDd1Q4bnlZcldwQnFMVDczdUJwQlZod3FtSmtKUlRaT3RueWR0U1VPM2szWVl6UmRMdysxbm5taXk5SFo0aDE0elFBN2R3dDhkdHJ6SlZnakhmT3VTUm1PUWtjS3RjRDZBN1VudHNlUk9US3hsNHJJRTNaa1gwRUVjZENEb2NmNzU5a2JLYlJPQlwvVUs2dU5abDVHQnNyYU16VTBLU1pDeTBKZGY2T3ppOWV5TnFxMWdIb2hjTk91VGt2SWZFdE9Ydk5ja3E0ZEJtcHRmOTVDbnVOXC9ramt1T3RFbGZsZmRTTEVRYz0iLCJpdiI6IjRmZGZhMDczOTdhYjNkMTIyZDdjNGNhM2JiOTJkOWYxIiwicyI6ImU4Mzc1ZDY4MTliNGRlNjQifQ%3D%3D


population has dwindled. Today, Middletown is a shadow of its former self,
a town that is struggling to survive.

In contrast, the tech hub of Silicon Valley, California, is a booming
metropolis. Jobs are plentiful, incomes are high, and the population is
growing rapidly. Silicon Valley is a symbol of the new economy, a place
where innovation and creativity are celebrated.

Middletown and Silicon Valley are two very different worlds. But they are
both part of the same country. And the widening gap between these two
towns is a reflection of a deeper divide that is tearing America apart.

The Urban-Rural Divide

The urban-rural divide is a growing problem in America. In recent years, the
gap between urban and rural areas has widened in terms of economics,
politics, and culture. Urban areas are becoming more diverse, more
educated, and more liberal. Rural areas are becoming more white, more
conservative, and more religious.

This divide is not just a matter of geography. It is also a matter of class.
Urban areas are home to the majority of the nation's wealth and
opportunity. Rural areas are home to a disproportionate share of the
nation's poverty and inequality.

The American Dilemma

The urban-rural divide is a challenge to the American Dream. The American
Dream is the belief that anyone can succeed in America, regardless of their
background. But the reality is that the American Dream is becoming
increasingly difficult to achieve for people who live in rural areas.



The story of Middletown and Silicon Valley is a reminder of the deep-seated
challenges facing America. The urban-rural divide is a threat to our
economy, our democracy, and our way of life. It is a dilemma that we must
address if we want to build a more just and equitable future for all
Americans.

About the Author

Thomas B. Edsall is a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and author. He is a
contributing editor to 'The New York Times' and a professor of journalism at
Columbia University. Edsall is the author of several books, including 'The
New Politics of Inequality' and 'The Age of Austerity'.
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Stronger: Forty Days of Metal and Spirituality
A 40-day devotional that explores the intersection of heavy metal music
and Christian spirituality. Stronger is a 40-day devotional that...

The Work of Alberto Leonardo Barton Rutgers
Global Health
Who is Alberto Leonardo Barton Rutgers Global Health? Alberto
Leonardo Barton Rutgers Global Health is a leading expert in global...
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