
Unveiling the Enigma: The Angel, the Egyptian
Spy Who Saved Israel
Prologue: A Life of Duality

In the labyrinthine world of espionage, few figures have commanded as
much intrigue and controversy as Ashraf Marwan. Known by his code
name, "The Angel," he was an Egyptian businessman and son-in-law of
President Gamal Abdel Nasser, who secretly worked as a double agent for
Israel. His extraordinary life, shrouded in secrecy and betrayal, has left an
enduring mark on the history of the Middle East.
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Early Years: A Privileged Upbringing

Ashraf Marwan was born in 1944 into an elite Egyptian family. His father, a
prominent businessman, ensured that he received a privileged education,
studying economics at Cairo University and later obtaining a doctorate from
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the London School of Economics. Marwan's early life was one of luxury
and opportunity.

A Tangled Web: Entangled in Politics

As Marwan's career blossomed, so too did his involvement in politics. In
1969, he married Mona Nasser, the daughter of President Gamal Abdel
Nasser, effectively becoming part of the inner circle of Egyptian power.
However, beneath the facade of privilege, Marwan harbored a growing
disillusionment with the Nasser regime.

A Turning Point: The Yom Kippur War

Marwan's life took a dramatic turn with the outbreak of the Yom Kippur War
in October 1973. As Egyptian forces crossed the Suez Canal, Israeli
intelligence desperately sought information on the enemy's plans. Enter
Ashraf Marwan, who became Israel's most valuable source of inside
knowledge.

The Angel's Redemption: A Dual Loyalty

Marwan's motivations for spying for Israel have long been debated. Some
believe he was driven by a deep-seated contempt for the Nasser regime,
while others argue that he was motivated by a desire to protect Egypt from
annihilation. Whatever his reasons, Marwan's role as "The Angel" proved
pivotal in Israel's victory in the Yom Kippur War.

Betrayal and Suspicion: The Fall from Grace

After the war, Marwan's double life became increasingly perilous.
Suspicions arose within the Egyptian intelligence community, and his cover
was eventually blown. In 1978, he was assassinated in London under



mysterious circumstances, leaving behind a legacy of intrigue and
unanswered questions.

Legacy: A Complex and Controversial Figure

Ashraf Marwan's story is a complex and controversial one. Some have
condemned him as a traitor, while others have praised him as a hero. His
motivations and the full extent of his role in the Middle East conflict have
been the subject of numerous books, articles, and documentaries.

The Book: Unraveling the Enigma

The latest exploration of this enigmatic figure is the book "The Angel: The
Egyptian Spy Who Saved Israel" by Uri Bar-Joseph, a former Israeli
intelligence officer. Based on extensive research and firsthand accounts,
the book delves into the life and work of Ashraf Marwan, separating fact
from fiction and shedding new light on this enigmatic spy.

: A Spy's Legacy

Ashraf Marwan's life was a testament to the complexities of espionage and
the human condition. As "The Angel," he played a pivotal role in shaping
the fate of Israel and the Middle East. His legacy remains a source of
fascination and debate, a testament to his enigmatic life and the enduring
power of secrets.
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