
Where Do Start? Hints and Tips for Beginning
Genealogists, Enhanced with Online
Resources
The world of genealogy can be a labyrinthine maze, especially for those
embarking on their first research journey. "Where Do I Start?" is your
compass, guiding you through the complexities of tracing your family's
roots. This comprehensive guide compiles essential tips and techniques,
coupled with invaluable online resources, empowering beginners to delve
into their family's rich history.

Chapter 1: Establishing a Solid Foundation

1.1 Determine Your Goals

Clearly define the scope and purpose of your genealogical adventure. Are
you seeking to explore your lineage, uncover family stories, or connect with
distant relatives? Knowing your objectives will help you prioritize your
research.
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1.2 Gather Family Information

Tap into your family's collective memory. Interview older relatives, gather
birth certificates, marriage licenses, and other vital documents. Scan old
photographs and home videos for clues that could lead you down
unexpected paths.

1.3 Organize Your Records

Establish a system to keep track of your findings. Create a family tree,
utilize genealogy software, or simply maintain a well-organized binder with
research notes and documents. Free Download is key to avoiding
confusion and duplication.

Chapter 2: Exploring Online Resources

2.1 Ancestry.com: A Genealogical Powerhouse

Join the world's largest online genealogy community. Ancestry.com offers a
vast repository of birth, marriage, and death records, census data, military
records, and immigration documents. Its powerful search engine and
intuitive interface make research a breeze.

2.2 FamilySearch.org: A Free and Extensive Resource

Access millions of historical records, including digitized family trees, vital
records, and census data, at this non-profit organization's website.
FamilySearch.org is a treasure-trove for genealogists on a budget.

2.3 MyHeritage.com: Connecting the Past and Present
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Benefit from a unique combination of historical records and DNA testing
services. MyHeritage.com allows you to trace your lineage back centuries
and connect with living relatives who share your genetic heritage.

Chapter 3: Delving into Public Records

3.1 Vital Records: Birth, Marriage, and Death Certificates

These essential documents provide invaluable information about your
ancestors' lives, including their full names, dates and places of birth,
marriage, and passing, and often list parents' names.

3.2 Census Records: A Snapshot of Time

Census data offers a glimpse into your ancestors' households, occupations,
and living conditions. Search for them using online databases or visit local
archives.

3.3 Court and Probate Records: Uncovering Legal Histories

Wills, deeds, and other court documents can reveal valuable information
about property ownership, family relationships, and legal disputes.

Chapter 4: Preserving Your Discoveries

4.1 Writing Your Family History

Weave your research findings into a compelling narrative that preserves
your family's legacy. Consider writing a memoir, creating a photo album, or
sharing your discoveries online.

4.2 Backing Up and Sharing Your Data

Safeguard your precious research by regularly backing up your files. Share
your findings with family members, and consider donating copies to local



historical societies or libraries for future generations to enjoy.

"Where Do I Start?" is an indispensable guide, empowering genealogy
novices to embark on their ancestral quests with confidence. By following
the expert advice and leveraging the abundance of online resources
outlined in this book, you will unravel the tapestry of your family's history,
uncovering hidden stories and forging meaningful connections across time.

Begin your genealogical journey today and discover the fascinating world
that awaits you in your family's past!
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